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DDEEVVEELLOOPPIINNGG  AANN  EEFFFFEECCTTIIVVEE  SSPPEEEECCHH  OOPPEENNIINNGG
By Sherrin Ross Ingram

--  FFuunnccttiioonnss  ooff  aann  OOppeenniinngg  --

Familiarize the audience with the purpose of your speech

Lead the audience into the subject of your speech

Help the audience remember your subject and content

--  HHooww  ttoo  DDeevveelloopp  aann  AAtttteennttiioonn--GGrraabbbbiinngg  OOppeenniinngg  --

11sstt  WWrriittee  ddoowwnn  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  yyoouurr  ssppeeeecchh  aanndd  WWHHYY  tthhiiss  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  aauuddiieennccee
nneeeeddss  ttoo  hheeaarr  yyoouurr  mmeessssaaggee..  Having a solid understanding about the purpose and necessity of your
speech serves as inspiration for finding specific material for your opening and makes it easier to decide what is
(and what is not) appropriate for your opening.  For example, if the purpose of your speech is entertain an
audience of terminally ill people and the message is to make each day count, then it may not be appropriate to
open with any type of discussion about life experiences associatied with longevity, such as watching your
grandchildren grow up.

22nndd  DDeevveelloopp  aa  lliisstt  ooff  tthhee  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ppooiinnttss,,  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  oorr  ggooaallss  ooff  tthhee  ssppeeeecchh..

33rrdd  GGoo  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  cchheecckklliisstt  ooff  ooppeenniinngg  tteecchhnniiqquueess  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  wwhhiicchh  ttiieess  iinn  bbeesstt
wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ppooiinnttss  aanndd,,  wwiitthh  aa  lliittttllee  ccrreeaattiivviittyy,,  hhaass  tthhee  ppootteennttiiaall  ttoo  bbee  ddrraammaattiicc..

  Startling question or fact   Challenging statement
  Quotation   Story/Anecdote
  Illustration   Generalization
  Display or description of an object   Demonstration
  Joke/Humor   Combination of Techiniques

44tthh  MMaakkee  cceerrttaaiinn  tthhaatt  yyoouurr  ooppeenniinngg  ddooeess  nnoott  ccoonnttaaiinn  aannyy::

  Unrelated stories
  Inappropriate humor
  Apologetic statements
  Common questions, such as “Did you ever stop to think . . .?”
  Non-descriptive or long statements

55tthh  MMeemmoorriizzee  tthhee  ooppeenniinngg  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee  iittss  ddeelliivveerryy..  I know a lot of popular advice says that you
should not memorize your speech because it may come across looking “too rehearsed” and not spontaneous.
I don’t necessarily follow that advice.  I may not always memorize the body of my speech, but I always
memorize my opening and closing.  Practice your delivery on a variety of people and refine your approach until
you consistently get the desired response.
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